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Unit 9 Listening and Appraising
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Teacher’s guide:  

Students will be introduced to programme music.  The teacher will do this through Prokofiev’s Peter and the Wolf.    
The teacher will go through the story-line and which instruments represent the different characters in the story.
Other suggested programme music is Pictures from an Exhibition by Igor Mussorgsky, March of the Little Tin 
Soldiers by Gabriel  Piernè, Carnival of the Animals by Camille Saint Saëns, Sabre Dance by Aram Khachaturian, The 
Birds by Respighi, and Ritual Fire Dance by Manuel de Falla.  
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Listening and Appraising (Year 4), Activity 1

Label the instrument. Match them with the characters

Music Shines 2

	  

Oboe, Bassoon, Flute, Clarinet, Strings, French Horn, Timpani

Music Shines 2

Listen to Peter and the Wolf and then match the character below with an instrument
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Listening and Appraising (Year 4), Activity 2

Listen

Music Shines 2

Listen to the given seven different tracks from Peter and the Wolf. Each track represents a different 
character. Write down the numbers in order next to the character each track represents.

Listen to the excerpts and then choose the right word
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Music Shines 2Listening and Appraising (Year 4), Activity 3

Listen to the given extracts from Peter and the wolf and answer the questions below

1. Your school is presenting an original production of Peter and the wolf.
 You are responsible for designing a poster. Draw a picture which can be  
 used in the design of this poster.
2. In your own words, summarise the story-line of this musical work in the  
 lines below.

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
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Teacher’s guide: 
 
Student will be introduced to The Nutcracker Suite by Tchaikovsky. Although the original production was not a 
success, the twenty-minute suite that Tchaikovsky extracted from the ballet was. The performance of the ballet 
is a popular one since the late 1960’s, making this work one of Tchaikovsky’s most popular works. Student will 
understand ballet as a genre as well as undrestand the storyline of The Nutcracker Suite and the characters.

9.5 Listening and Appraising
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Music Shines 2Listening and Appraising (Year 5), Activity 1

The Ballet

A ballet is a story set to dance.  This story is told in the same way as a play, with costumes, scenery 
and props.  The story has a plot and a sub-plot, main characters and sec ondary characters, group 
and crowd scenes.  Music is written specifically for ballet, and often in theatres where ballet is 
performed, ballet performances are accompanied by full-scale live orchestras.  The grace and 
technical abilities of the dancers helps them develop their own characters on stage and the 
emotions and feelings they are going through in the story. 
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Music Shines 2Listening and Appraising (Year 5), Activity 2

The Nutcracker by P. Tchaikovsky

The story starts on Christmas Eve in the house of Clara and Fritz Stalbaum. The atmosphere 
is a festive one, with Christmas decorations hung up everywhere. The children and their 
parents are waiting for their family and friends to arrive as they will be having a party.
 
The guests start to arrive, among whom we find Drosselmeyer, the toymaker. He gives out 
toys to the children – dolls to the girls and bugles to the boys.  He gives Clara a Nutcracker 
and Fritz a beautiful drum.  Fritz gets jealous and steals the Nutcracker. He throws it to his 
friends and as it is thrown around the room, it breaks. Clara is upset, but the toy-maker 
repairs it for her.  His nephew makes a bed for the Nutcracker to sleep under the Christmas 
Tree. 

The party ends and Clara falls asleep under the tree, holding the Nutcracker in her arms. 
When she wakes up, everything around her has magically changed. She has shrunk in size 
and everything else has grown! She sees groups of mice led by the Mouse King fighting 
the toy soldiers, led by the Nutcracker. The soldiers win the battle, and as she returns to the 
bed, it is transformed into a sleigh.  The Nutcracker also transforms himself magically into a 
handsome prince, looking very much like the toy-maker’s nephew. He drives the sleigh high 
up into a snowy magical forest. 

They travel through the forest and find themselves in the magical Land of Sweets.  Clara sees 
an astonishing sight – mountains made out of biscuits topped with cream, flowers and a 
scenery made out of nothing but sweets and butter icing. The Sugar Plum Fairy meets them 
and bids them welcome.  After Clara and the Nutcracker tell her all they have been through, 
the Sugar Plum Fairy holds a great party for them. It is a magical party, full of fantastic and 
out of the ordinary characters and things. Clara and the Nutcracker see beautiful dancing 
ending in a waltz by the Sugar Plum Fairy and a handsome prince. As the party reaches the 
end, they bid farewell to the Sugar Plum Fairy, and as they leave on their sleigh, Clara falls 
asleep. 

When she wakes up it is Christmas, and she is still asleep under the Christmas tree holding 
her beloved Nutcracker. 
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Music Shines 2Listening and Appraising (Year 5), Activity 3

Hansel and Gretel by E. Humperdinck

The plot of the opera Hansel and Gretel is based on the Grimm Brothers fairytale. 
The opera opens with Hansel and Gretel working hard in their parents’ home. They are a 
poor family. Their father is a broom maker. Both children are very hungry and don’t feel like 
continuing their chores.  Gretel invites her brother Hansel to dance with her. Their mother 
enters, and as the children panic, they knock over the bottle of milk she had brought home 
with her  which was to be their dinner. The mother is very angry with the children and sends 
them into the woods to collect strawberries. The children take their basket and leave. They 
collect many strawberries but are so hungry, they eat almost all of them.  When they try to 
get more strawberries, it is starting to get dark and they could not see their way around. 
They realised they were lost. Sandman appears and as he puts sand into the children’s eyes, 
they fall asleep. 
In the meantime at their house, their father comes home. It was a good day for his business, 
and he gets plenty of food home for all to eat. When his wife tells him that she sent the 
children into the woods, he gets angry. He reminds her of the wicked witch who captures 
children, and who lives in the woods.  They immediately go out to look for the children. 
The following morning, the children are woken up by the Dew Fairy, who sprinkles water on 
their faces for them to open their eyes. As they look around them, they see a strange cottage 
made out of sweets! They run towards the cottage. They are very hungry; they start eating 
sweets from the walls of the cottage, little aware that a wicked witch was fast approaching.  
As the children try to escape, the wicked witch puts a rope around Gretel’s neck and casts a 
spell to stop Hansel.  She throws Hansel in a cage and leaves Gretel to clean the cottage, still 
under a spell.  She plans to fatten Hansel to eat him. 
The witch is excited about her new meal, and does not notice that Gretel has stolen her 
magic wand. Gretel unlocks the cage which held Hansel captive. The witch asks Gretel to 
check the oven, and Gretel pretends that she does not know how to do so. As the witch 
sticks her head in the oven, the children push her into the burning fire and shut the oven 
door. As they dance and rejoice at having killed the witch, a beautiful honey cake comes out 
of the oven!
 Soon enough their parents appear and all embrace. Hansel and Gretel are now reunited 
with their parents. 
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9.6 Listening and Appraising

Teacher’s guide:  

Students are made aware of the importance of our roots build on our traditions and culture, including music. 
Maltese composer Charles Camilleri, was one of the pioneers who established a music classical tradition in Malta. 
He is the composer of over 300 works, all of which vary in style and instrumentation. One of his famous works, 
Malta Suite, written on the island of Gozo at the age of 15, is a work based on Maltese musical fragments which 
were rearranged and orchestrated with meticulous incisivness and precision, Malta Suite is a representation of the 
Maltese way of life; in the composer’s own words: ”this is the music of the people to my people”.
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Music Shines 2Listening and Appraising (Year 6), Activity 1

The Malta Suite by Charles Camilleri

Village Festa                  A quiet night Happy dancing in         Traditional Waltz
                                                                                       the countryside 

    First excerpt  _____________________________________

    Second excerpt  __________________________________

    Third excerpt  ____________________________________

    Fourth excerpt  ___________________________________

Match a phrase from the following to each excerpt below.  In your own words write a 
few sentences to describe the music.
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Music Shines 2Listening and Appraising (Year 6), Activity 2

Listen to the Village Festa and draw a picture describing the feast
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Music Shines 2Listening and Appraising (Year 6), Activity 3

Some research

Charles Camilleri 
was born in Malta and today he is 

recognized as one of the most individual 
composers of our time. Research this 
composer and his works and organise
your material into a short project.


