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Unit 8 Instruments  of the Orchestra

Teacher’s guide:
 
This chapter aims at helping the children identify the sound and timbre of each instrument. After familiarizing 
themselves with the piece “In the Hall of the Mountain King” from Edvard Grieg’s Peer Gynt Suite No.1, the children 
identify the main instruments which “tell” the story, The second activity assesses the children’s knowledge of the 
physical features and timbre characteristics of some of the instruments of the orchestra. 

8.4 Instruments of the Orchestra
YEA

R 4

Portrait of Composer Edvard  Grieg 
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Clarinet

Cymbals

Oboe

French Horn

Trombone

Bassoon

Violin

Timpani

Peer is an adventurous boy. In one of his adventures, he tries to sneak into the Mountain King’s 
castle. The music gives us a musical picture of Peer’s journey inside the castle. The instruments that 
we hear describe Peer’s steps. We can also hear the trolls chasing Peer.  Listen to how the music 
describes the story.

Here are some of the instruments which you can hear in the piece. To which section of the 
orchestra do these instruments belong? (The instruments and their names are haphazard)

Instruments of the Orchestra  (Year 4), Activity 1 Music Shines 2

Listen to the music “In the Hall of the Mountain King” by Edvard Grieg

Strings                      Percussion Woodwind                   Brass
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The composer uses different instruments as the story develops. Read these six steps from the 
story.  Next to each step write the name of the instrument/s which the composer uses to describe 
what is going on. The first one is done for you.

1. Peer arrives (the beginning).                                  

2. Peer quietly enters the king’s castle.
  
                                                                    
3. The trolls begin to follow him softly.

 
4. More trolls join in the chase. 

5. The trolls are very angry at Peer.                                     

6. Peer is thrown out of the castle. 

Instruments of the Orchestra  (Year 4), Activity 2 Music Shines 2

Read and Describe

timpani and cymbals bassoon french horn whole orchestra

pizzicato violins, clarinet, oboe bowed violins, trombones

french horn
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Instruments of the Orchestra (Year 4), Activity 3

Crossword

Music Shines 2

Across:
 4. This woodwind instrument uses a single reed.
 5. These are large percussion instruments that make different deep sounds.
 6. This woodwind instrument resembles a clarinet but has a double reed.
 7. This brass instrument is coiled into a circle and looks like a snail.

Down:
 1. This instrument belongs to the woodwind family. It has a double reed and a deep voice.
 2. This instrument belongs to the woodwind family but it is made of  metal.
 3. The instruments of this family are usually played with a bow.

 Timpani, French horn, Bassoon, Strings, Clarinet, Flute, Oboe.

1 2 3

4

5

6

7
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Teacher’s guide:

Orchestra Sections: the activities for this year group will consolidate the children’s knowledge on the different 
sections of the orchestra. The teacher will guide the students to understand better that instruments in the same 
section have similar characteristics and timbre.

Children will follow Benjamin Britten’s “The Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra. In the first activity, the children 
will place the names of instruments in the appropriate family sections and identify the sections. All the instruments 
included in this activity are mentioned in Britten’s work. The second activity tests the children’s knowledge of 
instruments.

8.5 Instruments of the Orchestra
YEA

R 5
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Instruments of the Orchestra (Year 5), Activity 1

Where is my place in the orchestra?

Music Shines 2

The diagram below shows the different sections of an orchestra. Instruments from the same family 
sit together in the same section. Fill in the names of the instruments in their correct place as they 
sit in the orchestra. 

cello  trumpet  castanets  triangle  gong whip  cymbals

French horn  trombone  oboe  violin  xylophone  side drum

bass drum  bassoon  tuba  tambourine  wood block  piccolo

clarinet   double bass  harp  flute  timpani   viola

Colour the diagram according to the family of instruments in the following way:
Brass section - yellow;  String section -  green; Woodwind section - red;  Percussion section - blue. 
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Instruments of the Orchestra (Year 5), Activity 2

Fill in the missing word accordingly

Music Shines 2

                                                                                     STRINGS                   
            PERCUSSION                      
                                                                                                                                   WOODWIND
                                                         BRASS
 
1. Each instrument in this section has a cup-shaped mouthpiece connected to a pipe. This pipe ends into a  
 
 shiny bell ___________________

2. Most instruments in this section are made of wood and some of them use reeds ___________________

3. Most of the instruments in this section have four strings, but one of them has forty seven strings

 ___________________
 

4. These instruments are all made of metal  ___________________

5. These instruments can be hit, shaken or scraped. They make a nice effect ___________________

6. This is the largest section of the orchestra, the section with the most musicians ___________________

7. If you were a musician in an orchestra, you would have to play many instruments from this section

 ___________________

8. These instruments are made up of a tube with holes. These holes are usually covered with keys  

 ___________________
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Teacher’s guide: 

The following two activities guide the children to be aware of unique characteristics of an instrument in relation to 
the other instruments in the same section. The first activity focuses on the strings, woodwind and brass sections 
of the orchestra. The children are asked questions about the pitch of the instruments and other observations they 
can make about instruments. The second activity focuses on the percussion family. The children learn to identify 
instruments of definite pitch and instruments of indefinite pitch. 

8.6 Instruments of the Orchestra
YE

A
R 

6
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Instruments of the Orchestra (Year 6), Activity 1

Characteristics of instruments - answer the following questions

Music Shines 2

The violin, viola, cello and double bass look very similar. Which instrument can play the deepest 
notes?  Which instrument can play the highest notes? In what ways is the harp different from the 
other instruments in the string family?

violin                           viola                    cello                double bass                Harp

The Woodwind family

oboe                 flute                              bassoon            piccolo                                    clarinet

Which woodwind instruments use a double reed? Which instrument uses a single reed? Which 
instruments have no reeds at all? Which instrument has the highest voice? Which has the deepest 
voice? Which instrument is the flute’s little brother?

The String family
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Instruments of the Orchestra (Year 6), Activity 1

Characteristics of instruments (continued)

Music Shines 2

Which brass instrument uses a slide instead of valves? Which brass instrument has the deepest voice?

Brass family

French horn                                                                          trumpet                                  
                                                     trombone                                                                               tuba
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Instruments of the Orchestra (Year 6)

Percussion instruments

Music Shines 2

Percussion includes any instrument that makes a sound when it is hit, shaken, or scraped. There 
are many instruments in this family. Some of the instruments are very simple, such as the claves. 
Others are more sophisticated like a wind machine. This section also includes keyboard instruments 
like the piano and celesta. Percussion instruments keep the rhythm, make special sounds and add 
excitement to the music. Some percussion instruments are tuned and can sound different notes, like 
the xylophone, timpani or piano, and some are not tuned and cannot play tunes, like the bass drum, 
cymbals or castanets.

Maltese Percussionist Renzo Spiteri
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Instruments of the Orchestra (Year 6), Activity 2

Percussion instruments

Music Shines 2

tubular bells

claves

piano

sleigh bells

whip

guiro

                                                     tuned                                        not tuned           

maracas

xylophone 

triangle

glockenspiel

snare drum

castanets

timpani

tambourine

wood block

Which of these percussion instruments are tuned (can play a melody) and which instruments are not 
tuned (cannot play a melody)?

Unit 9 Listening and Appraising


